Lower limb fractures with associated vascular injury.
We report the management and outcome of 35 lower limb fractures with associated severe vascular injuries treated over a 15-year period. Limb survival was related to the period of ischaemia. Management of the fractures by immediate open reduction and internal fixation was associated with a higher amputation rate than either external fixation or simple splintage, particularly for upper tibial injuries. External fixation is recommended as the method of choice for the stabilisation of the skeletal injury. A selective policy is advised for fasciotomy.